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Oui non defe 


Qui captat rifus bominum, fama 
Pumgere qui won wife potelt, conn 


— Abfentem qui rodit amicum, 
endit, alio culpante; folutos 


we dicacis; 
tacere 





. Qui nequit, bic niger oft: buitc tu Romane caveto. 


Hor. 
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WEDNESDAY; September'15, 1714. 


yews af. Pee ar ae ve ahead: 
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of them proceed from thofe Calumnies 
| and. Reproaches which we fpread abroad 
concerning one another. 


ERE all the Verations of Life put to- 
W gether, we fhould find that a great Part. 


There is {carce a Man living whois not, infome 
Degree, guilty of this Offence; tho’, at the fame 
time, ‘however we treat one another, it muft be con- 
feffed, that we all confent in {peaking ill ofthe Per- 
fons who are notorious for this Practice. 
rally cakes its Rife either from an Itl-will to Man- 
kind, a private Inclination to make our felves 
efteemed, an Oftentation of Wit, a Vanity of being 
thought in the Secrets of the World, or from a De- 
fire of gratifying any of thefe Difpofitions of Mind 
in thofe Pertons with whom we converfe. 


The Publither of Scandal is more or lefs odious to 
Mankind, and criminal in himfelf, as heis influenced 
by any one or more of the foregoing Motives. But 
whatever. may be the Occafion of fpreading thefe falfe 
Reports; he ought to confider, that the Effe@ of 
them is equally prejudicial and pernicious to the 
Perfon at whom they are aimed: The Injury is 


It gene-. 


the fame, tho’ the Principle from whence it proceeds 
may be different. 


As every one looks upon himfelf with too much 
Indulgence, when he paffes a Judgment on his own 
Thoaghts or A@ions, and as very few would be 
thought guilty of this abominable Proceeding, which 
is fo univerfally pra@tifed, and, at the fame time, 
fo univerfally blamed, 1 thall lay down three Rules 
by which I would have a Man examine ahd fearch 
into his own Heart, before he ftands acquitted to 
himfelf of that evil Difpofition of Mind which J am 
here mentioning. | 


Firft of all, let him confider whether he does not 
take Delight in hearing the Faults of others, 


Secondly, Whether he is not too apt to believe fuch 
little blackning Accounts, and more inclined to be 
Credulous on the uncharitable than on the good- 
natured Side, . 


Thirdly, Whether he is not ready to fpread and 
propagate fuch Reports as tend co the Difreputation 
of another. 

Thefe 











Thefe are the feveral Steps by which this Vice 
proceeds, and grows upinto Slander and Defamation, 


In the firft Place, A Man who tzkes delight in 
hearing the Faults of others, fhows fafficiently that 
he‘has a true Relifh of Scandal, and confequently 
the Seeds of this Vice within him. If his Mind is 

ratified with hearing the Reproaches which are catt 
on others, he will find the fame Pleafure in rela- 
ting them, and be the more apt to do it as he. will 
nafuraHy imagine every one he converfes with is 
delighted in the fame manner with himfelf. A Man 
fhould endeavour therefore to wear out of his Mind 


this criminal Cariofity, which is perpetuallyjheighten- 


‘ed and inflamed by liftening to fach Stories as tend 
to the Difreputation of others. 


In the Seco.id place, a Man fhould confult his 
own Heart, whether he benotaptto delieve fuch little 
blackning Accounts; and more inclined to’be ‘cre- 
dulous on the uncharitable, than on the good-na- 
tured Side. 


Such a Credulity is very vicious. in it felf, and 
generally arifes from a Man’s Confcioufnefs of his 
own fecrct Corruptions. It is a pretty Saying of 
Thales, Falfhood is juft as far diftant from ‘Truth, 
as the Fars are from the Eyes. By which he would 
intimate, that a Wife Man fhould not eafily give 
Credit to the Reports of A€tions which he has not 
feen. | fhall, under this Head, mention two or three 


remarkable Rules to be obferved by the Membersof — 


the celebrated Abbey de la Trape, as they are Pub- 
lithed in a little French Book. 


The Fathers are there ordered, never to give an 
Ear to any Accounts of Bafe or Criminal A@ions; 
to turn off all fuch Difcoufe if poffible; but in Cafe 
they hear. atiy thing of this Nature fo well attefted 
that they cannot disbelieve it, they are then to-fup- 
pofe that the criminal A@tion may have proceeded 
‘from a good Intention’ ia him who is guilty of it. 
This is perhaps carrying Charity toan Extravagance, 
but it is certainly-much more Laudable, than to 
fappofe, as the Ill-natured part of the World does, 
that Indifferent, and even good A@tions, proceed:from 
bad Principles and wrong Intentions. . 


‘In the Third place, A-Man fhould examine his 
Heart, whether he does not find in it a fecret In- 
clination to Propagate fech Reports as tend to the 
Difreputation of another. 





When the Difeafe of the Mind, which I have 
hitherto been {peaking of, arifes to this Degree of 
Malignity, it difcovers its felf in its worft Simp- 
tame, and is in danger of becoming incurable. I 
need not therefore intift upon the Guilt iii this laft 
Particular, which every one cannot but difapprove, 


who is not void of Humanity, or even common 


Difcretion. 1! thall only add, that whatever Plea- 
fure any Mat may take in f{preading Whifpers of 
this Nature, he will find an infinitely greater Satif- 
faétion in conquering the Temptation he is under, 
by letting the Secret die within hisown Brea, 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


_ Tho. Cairns Grad. Mafter of Arts, Theolague, 
and gradual Dodor of Phyfick, ¢hallengeth all the gradual Do- 
&ors in Great Britain, to Difcourfe with nim, o the Nature of 
Mettals, and their Medicinal Vertues, and of the Univerfal Medi- 
cine; and until he finds one fiteer for the Title, -he declareth 
himtelf publick Profeffor of Gccult Philofophy and Alchymy. Every 
Thurfday in his Chamber, heginning at Four a Clock, he will 
mike a : ifcourfe of the mout valuable Secrets in Nature, the like 
whereof was never performed in the Kings Dominions by any 0o- 
ther Man. Each Hearer paying Half a Crown, but two poor Ma- 
fers of Arts are admitted Gratis. Doftor Cairns lives the’ next 
Door but one co the Riding Houle, in Betwick-ftreet near Ty- 


burn Road. 
: Juft Publithed, 
An Epiftie to the Right Honourable Charles Lord 


Halitax, of the Lords Juftices appointed by his Majefty. 
) eng by Mr. Philips. Printed fur Jacob Tonfén at Shake- 
pcar’s-Head over-againft Catherine-ftreet in the Strand. 


This Day is Publih’d, 


A Letter hhewing how to reconaile the Churches 
of England and Rome, by introducing the Prerender; Found a- 
mong the Papers of an Irith Popith Prieft, who was apprehended 
upon the late Proclamation to difarm Papifts, &c. in Ireland. 
And in a few Days will be Publithed a Colle@ion of feveral Paf- 
fages out of the Examiners, Poft-Boys, and Pamphlets that Re- 
la co the Houfe of Hanover. Both Sold by J. in Ware 
wick Lane, where may be had a Hue and Cry, &c. 


Lately Publifhed, Printed on an Elziver Letter, in a neat 
Pocke: Volume, (with # very curions Fronti[piece, repre- 
fensing ber doing Penance in St. Paul’s Cathedral), 
The Third Edition of 


The Life and CharaGer of Jane Shore, colle&ed 
from our beft Hiftotjans, chiefly from the Writings of Sir Thomas 
More, who was her Cotemporaty, and Perfonally hery Hum- 
biy offered to the Readers and Speftaters of her Tragedy written | 
by N. Rowe. Infcrib’d to Mrs. Oldfield. Sold by W. Lewis in | 
Covent-Garden, J. Brown and W. Megrs without Temple-Bar, W. 
Taylor in Pater-nofter-Row, D. jackfon in Cheapfide, R. Smith 
and R. Parker under the Royal-Exchange, J. Morphew near 
Sationes’s Hall, and A. Dodd without Temple-Bar, [Price Six Pence]. 
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BUCKLEY in Amen-Corner, and 


j. Townson in the Strand; where Advertifements are taken ‘in. 








